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SECRET STATE 218595 

FOR AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PINT, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN PRESENCE IN LEBANON 

REF: DAMASCUS 4995 (NOTAL) 

1 . YOU SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT TRY TO SEE KHADDAM OR DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER KADDOUR ON EVE OF KHADDAM'S VISIT TO MOSCOW 
(REFTEL). AS YOU MIGHT HAVE GATHERED, WE HAVE WANTED TO 
KNOW THE POSSIBILITIES FOR GETTING IN TOUCH WITH KEY 
SYRIANS FOR DISCUSSION OF THE LEBANESE SITUATION, DURING 
WHICH WE MIGHT WANT YOU TO PLANT IDEA QUIETLY OF A SYRIAN 

SECRET 
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OR SYRIAN-LEBANESE ANNOUNCEMENT OF AN EVENTUAL FIRST STAGE 
SYRIAN WITHDRAWAL. THERE IS CONSIDERABLE SENTIMENT HERE 
FOR MAKING SUCH A SUGGESTION WITHIN AN EXCHANGE ON LEBANON 
PRIOR TO CAMP DAVID, BUT THE PRESENT TIME - GIVEN THE NEW 
TENSIONS IN NORTHERN LEBANON - DOES NOT APPEAR PROPITIOUS. 

2. WE ALSO BELIEVE THERE WOULD BE MERIT IN AN EARLY U.S.- 
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SYRIAN EXCHANGE ON THE SOUTHERN LEBANON SITUATION, AND WILL 
BE GIVING YOU OUR THOUGHTS SHORTLY. CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 


NNN 
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